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March 27, 1964 
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By Courier Service 



Honorable J*. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President's Commission 
( 200 Maryland Avenue,' Northeast 
Washing on, D. C. 

Dear. Mr. Rankin: 







/ O- f fr-rf? 



?: 



t's body were i 



The remaining three bullets from Officer J. D. Tippit's body 
recently received from the Dallas Follce Department and have been designated ~ J 
as C251, C252 and C253 in the laboratory for identification purposes. .'.These. T 
tliroe bullets have been or.runi.oed In the Laboratory and the results of the,/ j 3 •' 
examinatlonn are set forth below. 

... 

The C251 bullet is a caliber .30 Special copper-coated lead bullet 
of Winchester-Western niana r ncture. Thin bullet weighs 154. 1 grains and was 
fired from’ a -barrel rifled with five lands and grooves, right twist. 
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— - — , The C252 bullet Is a caliber . 38 Special lead bullet of Remington- 

Peters manufacture. 'Tills bullet wciglis 154, 0 grains. It was fired from 

bnr.-nl rifled with five limds and proves, right twist. \, 'j • 

tb t ^ V • 3 

The C253 bullet is a copper-Siatcd lead bull of,, JV Inch pj. .ter -We st e r n 
acture. Tills bullet weighs 155. 7 grains and was l£red iron a barrel 
with five lands and grooves, right twist. 

j ^ | | ,• • A poition of the suifaco of each bullet, C251, C252 and C253, is 

rjv-j ' - ‘ mutilated; however, microscopic marks remain on these bullets for 

tms.« comparison purposes. The C251, 0252 hnd C253 buRcts were compared witn 
"each ether and with test bullots pbt h\ned from Oswald’s revolver, CIS, the . 33 






u'lri'CT'e ach oilier and with test bullets. pbt tuned from Oswald's revolver, do, the . oa 
co.,,. — Rn<»clal Smith and AVeshon revolver, SorlaL?Td> .V510210 ^Assembly No. 05248. 
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.See ltfemo 3/26/64, R. H. Jevons to' 

Mr. Conrad re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDE 
JOHN F. KENNEDY, DALLAS, TEXAS, ll/‘ZZ'( 
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llcvioiable' J. Lee Rankin . •’• ’* "•' 

]! • >• ' •• 

Mo conclusion could bo reached ns to whether or net C251 through C253 vero 
fired from the fame weapon or whether or not they were fired from C15. In 
addition, it wan found that even consecutive . SB Special bullets lest fired from 
the CIS revolver could net bo Identified with each other. In this connection, it 
Dhould.bo noted that the barrel of CIS was designed for . 38 S & W bullets and; 
therefore, it ip slightly larger hi diameter than brurrelc designed for ,88 
Special bullets. Firing of undersized bullets could cause erratic passage of / '/*• • 
t^e bullets down the barrel, resulting In Individual microscopic characteristics V 
which me not consistent. The barrel of the weapon could also be changing duo •.». 
to the accumulation of lead in the barrel or to wear. That one or both of the 
above conditions. existed la apparent from the fact that consecutive .38 Special 
test bullets obtained from the CIO revolver could not be identified with each 
other. r ... . , j.i.-: • < . ; v . 

• - \ ’■ ' ' / * *. * * » r ' 

Smith and Wesson rovolvero such as CIO Pure among the weapons . ; 

producing general rifling characteristics of Iho typo found on C251, C2o2 and • 
C203, • - • ' 

Tiie lead alloy of the C2T>1, C253 and Cl3,(the first bullet submitted 
by the Dallas Police Department in the Tippit case) Winchester- Western copper- 
coaled bulletn war Bpectrcgraphlcally examined. This lead alloy was found to 
bo qualitatively similar In composition to tho lead alloy of the Western copper-. • v. 
coatfd bullets in the C51, CP2, CSS, C66, C67, CCS, C59 and C137 cartridges. ,v ( 
li is noted that these cm-trldgoe wore among tlicse obtained from the 015 ■_ 

revolver, Lee llarvoy Oevnld't? pocket and Uio U. .S. Secret Service. '•••• '•••’• ... - v- 

The lead nlloy comprising tlm C2C3 Romlngton-Peters bullet wan 
pt ecti ogrrphJc.aHv examined and found to bo qualitatively similar in composition 
to the lend alloy comprising the Eemlngton-Petors bullets in tho C53, C54 and ' 
Cl? 8 cartridges, Die. remaining cartridges from the above sources. 

There are attached plrdographn of the three bullets. . 

Fined flv yours, 
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